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THE LAST week has been wet for Modoc and storms were frequent and strong. This photo by Mike 
Lewis captured last Friday’s storms that hit the area hard with lightning, wind and rain. So far, May 
is proving to be about average for precipitation. The average monthly total is 1.36 inches, and as of 
Wednesday 1.38 has been measured. A lot of that moisture came May 25 with .38 inches; May 26 with 
.33 inches and May 27 at .23 inches.

Spring
power. . .

By Jean Bilodeaux
Special to the Record

Drilling has started on a geothermal well 
near the Surprise Valley Hot Springs Re-
sort east of Cedarville. It is the first time 
a geothermal well is being dug on the east 
side of Surprise Valley. When finished the 
well will be almost a mile deep.

“Drilling a geothermal well is not like 
drilling a house or irrigation well. Every-
thing is huge, and it’s done very scien-
tifically,” explained Curt Rose of Warner 
Mountain Energy and owner of the prop-
erty.

Just the preparation of the land entails 
a fair amount of work. Gravel was hauled 
in to the site to cover an acre to form a 
platform strong enough to support the 
monster-sized equipment needed to drill. 
Without this platform the machines would 
sink into the earth.

Welsco Drilling Corporation of Fallon, 
Nev., started drilling ten days ago.

“We have two crews, each working 12 
hour shifts. We work 24 hours a day, every 

day until the job is done. We esti-
mate it will take 20 to 30 days,” said 
George Scheid, Drilling Manager.

The 12 hour shifts only apply 
when things are running smoothly. 
If an unexpected problem arises, 
work continues until the problem is 
solved.

Hot water travels through cracks 
in the earth to the surface, so the wa-
ter’s source may be a distance away 
from where it pools on the ground. 
Extensive studies have been done in 
the area for several years and scien-
tists believe this is an optimum site 
to drill.

“We hope to find not only hot wa-
ter, but flow. We need these two 
things to be successful,” said Rose.

Drilling for the hottest water pos-
sible, when even the surface water is 
near boiling, presents unique chal-
lenges. The temperature and weight 
of the drilling mud that lubricates 

Geothermal well drilling 
in SV is going to depth

THIS DRILLING RIG goes 24 hours a day with two shifts of 12 hours each. 
The search is refined to locate hot water beneath the Surprise Valley Hot 
Springs, just east of Cedarville.see Search, page 4

MMC 
audit
shows 
profit

Modoc Medical Center 
released the findings of 
its fiscal year 2018 audit, 
and those numbers look 
good.

According to the in-
formation released 
this week, total operat-
ing revenues were at 
$20,210,334, with total 
operating expenses at 
$18,246,831 showing an 
operating income in the 
positive at $1,963,503. 
Once the property taxes 
generated by District at 
$2,382,250 and other in-
come at $642,722 is add-
ed, the total profit for the 
2018 fiscal year comes in 
at $4,988,475.

“MMC had a very suc-
cessful year in 2018,” 
said MMC Chief Execu-
tive Office Kevin Kramer. 
“MMC generated $20.2 
million in net operating 
revenues. These revenues 
are directly related to pro-
viding medical services to 
patients and other stake-
holders. For the fifth year 
in a row, MMC was able 
to operate above a break-
even point.”

The audits show total 
profit since 2105 as fol-
lows: 2015, $4,370,886; 
2016, $5,121,318; 2017, 
$3,771,950, and 2018, 
$4,988,475. The prop-
erty tax revenue for 
those years was as fol-
lows: 2015, $2,316,041; 
2016, $2,365,957; 2017, 
$2,375,648; and 2018, 

New baby. . .
THE MODOC Refuge is the spot if people want to see newborn waterfowl, 
including the brand new Sandhill Crane colt. Lea Huetteman took this 
photo and the changes it will go through growing up are pretty amazing.

State Senate 
special election 
June 4 between
pair of GOP reps

Modoc voters are encouraged to cast their ballots in 
the June 4 special election to fill a vacant District One 
State Senate seat.

Republicans Kevin Kiley, of Granite Bay, and Brian 
Dahle, of Bieber, have been blanketing the north state 
with campaign literature in a last minute effort to get 
their views out to the public. 

Dahle is probably favored in the northern counties, 
including Modoc, but the race could be tight.

Both candidates are current state assemblymen.
The Voter Information Guide is out and should be in 

voters’ hands now. 
Voters are reminded the mail ballots must be received 

at the Modoc County Election Department or any poll-
ing place in Modoc by 8 p.m. on June 4. Voters are also 
reminded to check the Information Guide for the cor-
rect polling place. That polling place is listed on the 
back of the pamphlet.

Polls will open at 7 a.m. and close at 8 p.m. see MMC, page 3

Sports--
Jesse gets card
to big dance . . .

Weather--
Some pleasant
days ahead . . .

see page 3see page 11
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Immediate Availability
2 & 3 Bedroom

ApArtments For rent

Alturas Meadows Apartments
• Carpets • Appliances • Blinds and Fixtures 

• Laundry Facility On-Site

506 East 12th Street
Alturas, CA 96101

(530) 233-5511
TDD (800) 735-2929

Assistance for those who qualify,
handicap accessible upon request

This institution is an 
equal opportunity 

provider and employer.

5/23

CASCADE FENCING

Marcus Plank • LIC#1038788
530-640-2768

Residential, Commercial & Agriculture Fences

Barbed Wire  • Field Fence 
Horse Fence • Privacy Fence

Chain Link Fence
Bobcat Work Available

FREE
ESTIMATES!
5/10/18

the drill bit, must be 
carefully monitored or 
an explosion could oc-
cur if the mud gets too 
hot. Samples of the mud 
brought back to the sur-
face are collected, iden-
tified and tested every 
ten feet. 

The samples are tak-
en to Don Hill who has 
a portable chemical lab, 
where he first checks 
and larger pieces are 
extracted, then he fil-
ters the remaining mud 
to remove smaller fines 
and begins initial test-
ing. When Hill is fin-
ished he takes the sam-
ples to a special trailer 
on site that is filled with 
scientific equipment to 
be identified and fur-
ther examined by a 
chemist. All the data is 
then entered into the 
computer and cross-ref-
erenced with a dozen or 
more other findings to 
determine what is hap-
pening far beneath the 
surface.

The resulting infor-
mation is proprietary 
and neither specifics or 
photos are allowed to be 
made public.

At the wellhead the 
drilling equipment is el-
evated about eight feet 
off the ground so that a 
Blow Out Preventor can 
be installed. If for any 
reason the well hole 
starts to blow, such as 
hitting a steam pocket, 
the BOP can seal the 
well in seconds.

In the 1950s, when 
geothermal well drill-
ing was relatively new, 
a company drilling near 

Lake City hit a steam 
pocket. BOPs weren’t 
used back then and

the resultant blow out 
collapsed the drill rig, 
burned the workers and 
the project was aban-
doned.

Presently Welsco drill-
ing has passed the 2,300 
foot depth on its way 
down to a planned depth 
of almost a mile.

“Geothermal drilling 
is the blend of physical 
science, chemical science 
and mathematical sci-
ence. All must mesh to 
keep workers safe and to 
have a successful well,” 
adds Scheid.

The project is being 
funded by grants from 
the state, with the help 
of the California Energy 
Commission and coop-
eration from the Modoc 
County Board of Supervi-
sors and Modoc County 
CEO Chester Robertson.

“We are being pro-ac-
tive, taking advantage of 
this natural resource we 
have. This project will 
create more jobs and es-
tablish Modoc County as 
a leader in the develop-
ment of geothermal en-
ergy,” said Robertson.

Tonight, Thursday 
night, an informational 
meeting on the geother-
mal project will be held 
at the Surprise Valley 
Senior Citizens Center at 
6:30. The public is invited 
and admission is free.

Searching 
for hot, 
really hot 
water

DAVE ANDERSON, Tool Pusher, checks the temperature of the drilling mud.

DONALD HILL, Sr. Sales Engineer for Sinclair 
Well Products and Services uses his 85 pound 
portable chemistry lab to determine the weight 

of the drilling mud in 
the hole.

LISA SAFFORD-KUSCO is president of Blackrock Geoscience and an 
officer in Warner Mountain Energy Corporation compares notes with 
Curtis Rose of WME.

inflicting corporal injury to spouse/cohabitant, vio-
lation of domestic violence restraining order and vio-
lation of PRCS terms; booked and held without bail, 
APD; BREDEAU, Shane Benny, arrested for fleeing the 
scene of a vehicle accident, animal cruelty and viola-
tion of probation terms; booked and released on signed 
promise to appear, MCSO; STAFFORD, Casey Renee, 
arrested on an in-county felony bench warrant for fail-
ure to appear; booked and held without bail, 

Bookings from page 3


	MCR_05_30_19_PG_01
	MCR_05_30_19_PG_04

