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June 5 election now
set for campaigns

Wet and white . . .

WEDNESDAY MORNING found Alturas coated with about two inches of very wet snow. The area
remains in a “very dry” category for an impending drought. The mountains did get a little more
snow but depths remain below average for the year. As of March 14, Cedar Pass had 37 inches of
snow, Dismal Swamp had 49 inches and Adin Mountain had 15 inches.

Brave
girls
fall to
Durham

On Tuesday morning, Modoc High School
Girls’ Varsity coach
Keith Weber stopped
in to talk about the
nearly unprecedented
run the team has been
on since the CIF playoffs started.
He and the team
would be boarding the
bus that morning and
heading to Durham for
a 6 p.m. game. It’s not
just any game; it’s the
state tournament Division Five NorCal regional semi-final game
see Braves, page 9

SV Burglary suspects in court
again March 27 for charges
The suspects in the Cedarville burglary case appeared in court on March
13 and will return March 27.
“Because the investigation is not yet
complete, the matters were continued
to March 27 at 9 a.m. for arraignment,” said District Attorney Jordan
Funk. “All suspects were ordered subject to search and seizure by law enforcement, ordered not to possess firearms or stolen property and ordered to
obey the law. The situation we are in,
a lengthy investigation and delayed
charging, is no one’s fault. The sheriff’s office is working diligently to solve
these crimes. Once the investigation
is complete or has exhausted all investigative avenues, we will be ready to
make competent and ethical charge
filing decisions, which we hope will occur by March 27.”
The burglary occurred sometime in
late January to mid-February in the
400 block of Townsend St. in Cedar-

ville. Upon investigating the reported
burglary, deputies found that two large
semi-trailers, which were parked in a
backyard on Townsend Street, had been
broken into. Personal belongings, including several firearms, with the value
estimated to be worth well over $25,000,
were taken from the trailers.
The suspects in the case are Jeramy
Hinton, age 40, Alturas, Cody Stomski,
age 27, Cedarville, Kemo Benavente,
age 23, and Keith Benavente, age 20,
and Christian Lee, age 20, all of Cedarville.
One defendant, Stomski, was arraigned earlier. He was arrested later
than the others and was charged with
being a convicted felon in possession of
an assault weapon. More charges may
come in the future.
During the investigation, deputies
found two large gun safes that were cut
open using a cutting tool and 20 fire
see Crime, page 3

Two races for Modoc County offices will be competitive in the June 5 election, the District Attorney and
Sheriff.
In addition, a new controversial measure was placed
on the election last Friday by the Surprise Valley Community Hospital District Board.
The issue’s verbiage is as follows: “To provide access
to healthcare services at the facility or replacement facilities located at 741 Main St., Cedarville, California,
the District approves the sale and transfer of said hospital facilities and other SVHD assets for fair market
value as determined by an independent appraiser to
Cadira Group Holdings, LLC or other qualified buyers
for the purposes of providing healthcare to the local
community and reducing or eliminating further assessments to the community.”
More in depth analysis will be forthcoming in the
next few weeks, including what happens to the current
hospital assessment tax paid to the District by Surprise Valley taxpayers and the existing debt load of the
District.
There will now only be two candidates in the race to
replace Modoc County Sheriff Mike Poindexter: William “Tex” Dowdy and former Alturas Chief of Police
Ken Barnes.
Mike Mason has announced this week that he will
not be running for the position because of a recently
discovered medical condition. The issue has no relationship with a back injury he sustained years ago. He
said he was disappointed that he would not be able to
run for Sheriff, but his health will take precedence. He
also hopes the focus of the election will be on reuniting
and repairing the overall law enforcement system.
In the race for Modoc District Attorney, Incumbent
DA Jordan Funk will be challenged by local public de
see Vote, page 3

More charges filed
against Hughes
Modoc District Attorney Jordan Funk has filed an
Amended Complaint this week against John Gregory
Hughes, age 57, of Alturas, which adds four more victims and 35 more counts alleging various sex crimes
against under-age males
The Preliminary hearing in the case was expected
March 14 at 10:00 a.m. in the Modoc Superior Court
but was continued to March 29 because of the weather
and the defense attorney asked for the continuance
based on family medical issues.
Hughes had been charged with 93 counts of child sexual molestation. The counts involved three boys ages
11-15 years old between 2002 and 2006.
Hughes was originally arrested October 6, 2017 by
Deputies from the Modoc County Sheriff’s Office alleg
see Hughes, page 3

Historic day for geothermal energy power in state
By Jean Bilodeaux
Special to the Record
Friday March 9, history was made, locally, nationally and internationally. Locally, Modoc County became
the sixth county in California to generate geothermal
power.
“Economically this will help the county. A majority of
these six counties are now the largest taxpayers in their
areas,” said Chester Robertson, Modoc County CEO.
Of interest nationally and worldwide was the type of
geothermal power that was generated that day. Using
state-of-the-art technology, it was the first time only low
temperature water was used to generate electricity.
“There are a significant number of hot springs in the
world that don’t quite reach the 300 degree plus temperatures traditionally needed to generate power,” said
Peter Fazio, electrical research engineer and owner of
PowrCor. “This low temperature power generation technology opens up a vast amount of unused resources. Not
only cooler hot springs, but companies that use heat or
steam in the creation of their product can use the heat
usually discharged at the end of their production cycle,
to generate electricity. This electricity can be used to
power their machinery or to sell back to their electric
see SV geothermal, page 7

TAKING PART in the initial startup for the new geothermal equipment were, left to right: John
Minto, SV Electric distribution engineer; Sid Erwin, electrical engineer; Dr. Roy Mink, Warner
Mountain Energy; Peter Fazio owner of PwrCor; Chester Robertson, Modoc County CEO; Curt
Rose, WME; Ken Rose, owner of SV Hot Springs Resort; Shawn Sherer with McCombs Electric; and
Dane McCombs, McCombs Electric.
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SV geothermal

CURT ROSE is next to the spring which supplies the hot water. It was
tarped to keep the heat in and prevent evaporation

PETER FAZIO, owner of PwrCor standing
beside his cutting edge technology geothermal
electrical power-generating machine.

shut down. Computers were still sending
huge amounts of data
to San Antonio. The machine would need a few
tweaks, but the test was
a success.
Surprise Valley Hot
Springs Resort would
now become the first
all electric, completely
green resort in the na-

tion. Using the excess
power generated, SV
Electric would now have
a new source of power
for their local customers.
“Energy has been
draining out of this hot
spring for thousands of
years. Now we can utilize this energy,” said
Dr. Roy Mink of WME.

This innovative project was funded by a grant
from the California Energy
Commission, with matching help from project members.
“It was exciting to work
with the county supervisors, talented locals, and
scientists to utilize this
exciting and cutting edge
technology,” said Rose.

Don’t miss us on the Internet!
Go to www.modocrecord.com or call 530-233-2632
to subscribe to the online edition for just $15 per
year. The full Modoc Record on your computer,
laptop or phone.
WHEN these lights came on, it signaled that
electricity was being generated.
search and development
organizations in the United States. Last year the
company had 2,574 employees and total revenue
was more than $528 million.
At this first test of the
machine, Neilson ran the
demonstration remotely
from the company’s headquarters. Observers were
cautioned to step back
in case something malfunctioned. Fazio gave
the notice to Neilson by
cell phone, “We’re ready.”

CITIZENS OF MODOC COUNTY

“Message acknowledged,
initiate action,” was the
reply. The crowd stopped
talking, silence ensued, it
seemed as if everyone was
holding his breath. There
were a few clicks, a whirring sound, then the noise
dropped to a low hum,
computer screens lit up
and the lights on the wall
came on.
A voice in th crowd said,
“This must be how Edison
felt.”
After eight or 10 cycles
of power the machine was

Thank you for your support the past 5 years.
It hasn’t always been easy, but it’s been my privilege
to be the “District Attorney of Modoc County”. I hope
I have earned that privilege for four more years. The
District Attorney’s role is two-fold: to always seek the
truth and to do justice. Thomas Jefferson said that
only the “just laws” of government are derived from
the consent of the governed.
This means majority rule cannot justify anything
that is intrinsically wrong. But because we’ve taken
a wrong turn, California is in crisis, which has led to
crisis in our own county. Sometimes our community
seems to be disintegrating before our very eyes. Our
county is not alone. This is mostly the result of horrible policies in Sacramento.

SATURDAY, MAR. 17

I’ve been tireless and highly successful in removing
from among us those who harm others or who otherwise refuse to abide the laws of decent society. I’ve
obtained more prison commitments than both of my
predecessors combined. I’ve successfully prosecuted
child sex abusers and violent criminals, many of them
difficult cases. We achieved a death verdict in a murder case involving a woman with no prior criminal record; unprecedented in California.

HAPPY ST.

PATRICK’S DAY!

YEP! CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE
WITH ALL THE
GOOD STUFF
TO GO
WITH IT!

My trial advocacy in that case was praised by both
judge and jury and prosecutors around the state. I
am a proven leader and effective advocate for justice.
I look forward to meeting each of you and making the
case for receiving your trust for four more years. I
have an open-door policy. Please don’t hesitate to
contact me.

Served 11 a.m. to Close at

The Wagon Wheel Restaurant
3/15

PHONE (530) 233-5166
308 W. 12th Street • Alturas
Conveniently located on Hwy. 299

OPEN DAILY! MON. - FRI., 6 A.M. - 8 P.M., SAT., 7 A.M. - 8 P.M. • SUN., 7 A.M. - 7 P.M.

Modoc Farm Supply

PRINCIPLED. PROVEN. CAPABLE. CONSERVATIVE.

RE-ELECT JORDAN FUNK

226 W. 8TH ST. • ALTURAS • PH 530-233-2816
Mon. - Fri., 9 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. and Sat., 9 A.M. to 5 P.M.

FOR DISTRICT ATTORNEY

ORDER YOUR CHICKS!

Get your order in early for best
selection, also ask about our ducks!

Please come and meet me this Friday, March 16
from 5-7 p.m. at the Cedarville Senior Center,
502 Main Street. Refreshments will be served.
I look forward to meeting you, answering your
questions about our criminal justice system
and discussing my record as your District Attorney.

WWW.JORDANFUNKDISTRICTATTORNEY.COM
WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF FEED AND SUPPLIES
3/15

robjordan@citlink.net • 530.776.5200 • 866.415.6756
3/15

company.”
The Warner Mountain
Energy team working on
the project utilized a small
flowing hot spring east of
the resort by putting eleven 100 foot long copper
loops into the spring.
“This spring runs at 189
degrees F, but by covering
the spring with a tarp we
reduced evaporation and
increased the temperature of the spring to 206
degrees F. This increased
the efficiency of the machine,” said Curt Rose of
Warner Mountain Energy.
Most people envision
big pipes and steam when
they think of geothermal
energy plants, but this
plant is difficult to find
in the surrounding landscape.
“This machine is small
enough it could be installed in a small shed or
basement,” explains Rose.
Strategically this makes
sense. If there was an
emergency and the power
grid went down, these machines could continue to
generate power in neighborhoods.
It was a dark and stormy
day when the group met
at the hot spring east of
the SV Hot Springs Resort last Friday, but hopes
were high that things
would soon get brighter.
New technology that
could revolutionize geothermal power production
was about to be tested for
the first time.
The group gathered at
a small non-nondescript
12 by 16 foot shed built by
the Mennonites in Alturas
and placed in the sagebrush near a flowing hot
spring.
There were no wires visible and a Derknet satellite dish was the only hint
that there was something
more than meets the eye
about the shed.
“We tried to use local
vendors as much as possible. Derknet, SVNet, is
the most reliable internet
source around,” explained
Curt Rose.
What resembled a garage door was opened and
the group could see a 5 by
11 by 4 foot high tangle
of pipes attached to some
sophisticated looking machinery and a box that
looked like a giant computer. There were several
large CO2 tanks from Modoc Steel leaned against
one wall. The main unit
was projected to weigh
approximately 4,000 lbs,
but upon arrival, weighed
in at more than 8,000 lbs.
Unloading and placing the
machine that was trucked
in from Texas, was going to be a problem until
someone suggested Jon
Arreche of Cedarville, who
came with his hay squeeze
and saved the day.
Once in place the engineers made some adjustments and insulated the
pipes. A display of ten 100
watt bulbs were attached
to one wall, which, as you
can’t see electricity, would
act as the visible proof of
electrical generation from
the project.
Jordan Neilson, Research Engineer from the
Southwest Research Institute in San Antonio,
Texas, who with a team
of scientists, designed the
machine was present, not
in person but virtually.
Southwest Research Institute is one of the oldest
and largest independent,
non-profit, applied re-
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