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County to hold
public meeting on
hemp cultivation

CONDUCTING a short flight test to determine whether everything on the modified drone is
functioning before a magnetometer is attached. Dr. Rich Ham, right, Andy Lamb, left.

High Tech measures on geothermal test
By Jean Bildoeaux
Special to the Record
Surprise Valley has long been known for its unusual flying craft. This first week in October has been no
exception. But don’t panic if you’re driving across the
causeway and happen to see a black object with six
arms and four legs flying around. It’s a U.S. Geological
Survey drone conducting a magnetic survey of the subterranean features on Middle Lake.
The team piloting the drone is composed of geophysicists, geologists and scientists from around the world.
They are developing, testing and calibrating a new
drone system capable of detecting underground rock
structure features.
The survey will identify magnetic rock properties
which will help define the geothermal system and aid
Warner Mountain Energy corporation in their development of geothermal energy on the east side of Surprise
Valley.
Past USGS geophysical research in Surprise Valley
revealed a unique 20-mile long rock dike with strong
magnetic signals under Middle Lake. In some areas
on the playa, long strips of rock outcroppings may be
associated with the dike. Hot water is known to move
through these faults where the dikes appear on its way

New boss takes lead

TIMOTHY POHLMAN
Modoc National Forest
Supervisor Amanda McAdams has accepted another position after more
than five years on the
Modoc. She will be working for the Regional Office in State and Private
Forestry, but will remain
in Alturas with her family

and continue as an ardent
Modoc Braves fan.
Timothy Pohlman is
coming to the Modoc from
the Shawnee National
Forest in Region 9, located
at the southern tip of Illinois just above where the
Ohio and Mississippi Rivers converge.
“I have been a ranger on
the Shawnee for about 12
years,” Pohlman said. “We
have active recreation and
prescribed fire programs,
and are standing our timber program back up after
a long hiatus.”
Pohlman began his career as a seasonal employee in trails, timber and
fire, mostly on the White
River and San Juan National Forests in Region
see MNF, page 4

to the surface.
A dike is a sheet of rock that is formed in a fracture in
a pre-existing rock body. In this case it is inferred that
magma flowed through a crack in a previously existing rock mass. A visible example of a dike is found on
the south side of 8A several miles east of Cedarville in
Nevada.
“The SV magnetic anomaly is a very suitable place
to calibrate and test the drone system. One goal of our
survey is to fill in the blanks where there is no previous drone coverage. We think the magnetic anomaly is
much more extensive than previously identified,” said
Dr. Jonathon Glen, Research Geophysicist and leader
of the USGS team.
The off the shelf drone, costing about $7,000-$10,000
was then modified. The drone is not equipped with a
camera, but will carry a magnetometer. Using geophysical methods the scientists will be able to collect data to
a depth of several hundred meters.
“The drone can fly for approximately 20 to 25 minutes with a maximum time of 30 minutes. We never
got to the max time because a crash could wreck the
project,” said Dr. Rich Ham of Fayetteville, Arkansas, a
renowned expert in Unmanned Aircraft Systems.
The drone will fly a pre-planned digital flight pattern
see Drones, page 4

Modoc County Planning is holding public meetings
on a new ordinance requiring licensing for industrial
hemp cultivation in the County.
The first meeting is October 8, 2019, 6:00 p.m. to be
held at the Intermountain Research and Extension
Center which is located at 2816 Havalina Rd., Tulelake.
The second meeting is set for October 9, 6:00 p.m.
at the Cedarville Fairgrounds located at 1 Center St.,
Cedarville.
The third meeting is October 10, 2019 at 6:00 p.m.
at the Adin Community Hall located at 605 CA-299,
Adin.
The information produced from the public meeting will be formative when the Planning Commission
meets on the issue Oct. 23. The proposed draft ordinance has gone through committee meetings and is
detail oriented.
Cultivation of industrial hemp is becoming more
common and the County wants to insure the public
gets a chance voice its concerns or support. It’s important to note that hemp is not marijuana and will be
grown primarily to produce CBD oil, which is becoming more popular as a medicinal product.
“Hemp means a crop that is limited to types of the
plant Cannabis that have no more than three-tenths of
one percent tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) contained in
the dried flowering tops, whether growing or not; the
seed of the plant; the resin extracted from any part of
the plant; and every compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant, its seeds
or resin produced therefrom,” the ordinance states.
see Hemp, page 4

City Housing element
accepted by state

The State of California has accepted the Alturas Draft
Housing Element for review and placed Alturas in the
category of making “significant progress” toward updating its Housing Element, according to City Planning Director Jenn Anderson.
“So, we are now eligible to submit for the SB2 Grant
that is available for housing element implementation,”
Anderson said. “The City’s share of that non-competitive grant should be $125,000.”
Anderson reiterates that the SB2 grant cannot be
used for construction, only for planning documents, ordinance or program development, and technical or environmental studies that might pave the way for new
housing to be built, or existing housing to be improved
or preserved in Alturas.
“Therefore, we will propose that these funds be used
to (1) update the remainder of the City’s General Plan,
including fleshing out the Economic Development ele
see Housing, page 4

Spirit.
..
MODOC HIGH SCHOOL’S 2019 Homecoming parade was full of spirit and also filled Main Street. It
included all classes and 390 Alturas Elementary School students joined in as well. Elaine West photo
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A few of the points of the ordinance include the requirement that growers be licensed and the license
would be valid for one year. Growers would have to
meet several conditions, including obtaining the license
through the County Agricultural Commissioner, pay
the required fee, provide global positioning coordinates
of planning cultivation premises to the Ag Commissioner; provide the seed cultivar to be grown, including state
and county of origin.
The minimum parcel size for growing hemp would be
40 acres. The minimum size can be reduced to 10 acres
with a Director’s Use permit. Each parcel must be located in an Agriculture Exclusive zone or Agriculture
General Zone. All licenses for each zone will issued upon
inspection by and approval by the Ag Commissioner.
The draft ordinance is up on the Planning and Ag web
pages with hard copies available at Planning, Ag and
the Farm Bureau office at 207 South Court St. People
can contact any of these offices and it can be sent to
them by mail or otherwise.

Housing

from front page

at about 100 feet altitude while collecting data.
“We are developing, testing and modifying our drone
system as we go. Besides gathering data here in the
valley, we are giving the drone a final test run before
traveling to Iceland and doing the same thing,” said
Glen.
The US Department of Energy states that, “Geothermal is the nation’s “untapped energy giant” and is “always on.”
Modoc County officials hope that further development of Modoc County’s geothermal resource will create jobs and be able to contribute energy to the grid.
A talk was held Wednesday evening at Whalen’s Pub
in Cedarville to explain the USGS project and update
the public on the development of geothermal energy in
Surprise Valley.

DR. RICH HAM is carefully adjusting every
joint connection to a microscopic degree. Even
a millimeter difference in a measurement can
spell potential disaster for the modified drone.
The orange fittings on this drone were made
using 3-D computer printing to assure accuracy
to the microscopic degree.
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ment; (2) update the Zoning Ordinance to bring it
into compliance with new State codes; (3) higher technical experts to help us evaluate opportunity sites
in town that might be used for housing or mixed-use
developments that contain housing; and (4) help us
implement the other programs we have identified in
Chapter 6 of the new Housing Element,” she said this
week.
The draft Housing Element will soon be available on
the City’s Website for public review and comment.
“I am also happy to make myself available to any
group who would like to talk to me about it and offer
their feedback,” Anderson said. “It will be considered
for approval at a public hearing of the Planning Commission on November 13 and City Council on November 19. I will present a revised document at the Planning and Council hearings based on feedback received
by November 5, but the public will have until the day
of the first hearing to officially comment if they like.”
A draft copy of the City’s Housing Element was just
submitted to the State office of Housing and Community Development for review.
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• Mufflers
• Brakes
• Alignments
• Spin Balance
• Tune-Ups
• Lube and
Oil Changes

• Car Wash
• New Tires,
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Wheels
• Custom Wheels
and Rims
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A MAGNETOMETER is suspended from the
apex of this triangular structure to measure the
magnetic fields, calibrate the instrument, and
collect data from beneath the earth’s surface.
Tait Carney drives the rig.
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In between, he was
a District Staff Officer
for
recreation/trails,
timber, wilderness and
special uses in Region 3
and a forest Recreation
Program Manager.
“Last year I had a detail as a Deputy Forest
Supervisor in Region 9
and was privileged to
spend this past July
on the Lassen National Forest filling in
between
temporary
supervisors and their
new permanent Forest Supervisor,” Pohlman continued. “I am
really looking forward
to spending this fall on
the Modoc.”
Pohlman was set to
arrive for his detail on
Oct. 1, 2019

ENTER TO WIN!
Vizio V-Series 70” 4K
HDR Smart TV

Purchase 8 Gallons
Or More of Fuel And Be
Entered Into The Giveaway!
See Store For Details on Other Ways to Enter

Drawing To Be Held November 18th

Call Us At
(530) 233-2470

Located North of Alturas Just
Before The Cedarville Turnoff

A Great Place To Fuel Up!
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Don’t miss the Modoc Record on the Internet!
Go to www.modocrecord.com or call 530-2332632 to subscribe to the online edition for
just $15 per year. The full Modoc Record on
your computer, laptop or phone.

W e ’ re M ov i n g
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We’re

The Women, Infants, and
Children (WIC) Program is
moving locations in Alturas.
The new location will be at
the Bear Creek Mall at
701 N. Main, Suite D-3.
We will re-open our business
on October 16th, 2019.
We appreciate your patience
during this transition.

Open Late!
After All
Braves
Games!

Halloween Basket Giveaway
10/3

Enter to win with any purchase.
Drawing will take place on October 25th.

701 N. Main St., Ste D.3 Alturas • For Questions, Call Us At (530) 257-7094

Order Online Subway Express www.subway.com
Hours 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. 7 Days A Week

110 West 12th Street, Alturas, • 530-233-4468 • Fx 530-233-4469
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WIC is an equal opportunity provider

