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The Modoc County CAO, the Board of Su-
pervisors and interested members of the pub-
lic attended an open house held on Tuesday 
afternoon at the Surprise Valley Hot Springs 
Resort to learn more about the ongoing geo-
thermal project.

A second temperature gradient well has 
been completed and data is being gathered. 
Two or three more wells are scheduled to be 
drilled before deciding where the final pro-
duction well will be located.

The county government officials were given 
a site visit before meeting in a room heated 
by geothermal energy.

“We held the meeting in a warm room 
heated with geothermal energy. We want to 
acquaint you with what geothermal can do,” 
said Curt Rose, one of the owners of Warner 
Mountain Energy, Corp.

 “Modoc County is one of eight counties in 
California with geothermal potential. We 
need to develop and showcase this resource. 
Not may people know that we are already 
using our geothermal in several areas,” said 
Chester Robertson, Modoc County CAO.

Robertson gave the examples of Canby’s 

ISOT community using geothermal to do 
their laundry and for refrigerated storage; 
Cedarville heats their elementary and high 
schools and hospital with geothermal; the 
Alturas schools will soon be heated with this 
energy. Plans are being made to heat the new 
hospital with geothermal energy and perhaps 
to form a downtown heating district.

During the meeting questions were posed 
by the public.

What about the noise?
“This engine utilizes new technology and op-

erates using hydrolic cylinders, not turbines. 
It is quiet. We’ll be installing the engine out 
front. We will be able to keep the ambiance 
and romantic get away image while preserv-
ing our customer’s enjoyment of the tranquil-
ity of the high desert,” said Curt Rose, one of 
the owners of the resort.

Is the plant going to consume water?
“There will be no consumptive use of water. 

There will be no emissions, no steam, no wa-
ter loss. We will just be taking the heat from 
the water and returning the water into the 
ground,” said Dr. Roy Mink.

Why not use solar, isn’t it cheaper?
“Solar is cheaper to install, but it can only 

generate power during the day. Because of 

THE MODOC COUNTY Board of Supervisors visit the 
geothermal well drilling site at the Surprise Valley Hot 
Springs, just as the second test hole is finished. Left to right 
are: Patricia Cullins, Geri Byrne, Jim Wills, Kathie Rhoads, 
CEO Chester Robertson, and David Allan.

SV Hot Springs hosts productive geothermal open house

Geothermal, page 4

Winter’s coming . . .
THE COUNTY has received solid precipitation over the last few days, and snow has fallen in 
the higher elevations. Lea Huetteman got this shot in the North Warners, above Ft. Bidwell. The 
Alturas area has received 1.11 inches of precipitation to date for October, well above the normal of 
.29 inches. The average monthly total is 1.01 inches. The heaviest rain fell Oct. 14 at .40 inches, and 
Oct. 16 at .27 inches.

City opts to 
build new $2.2 
million pool

The Alturas City Council approved spending over $2.2 
million on a new swimming pool, almost the same size 
as the existing pool in the same location.

The funds come from the John L. Wall Trust, which 
allocated about $2.4 million to the City, earmarked for 
construction, improvement, repair and maintenance of 
its swimming pool facility and for other youth related 
activities. The Last Frontier Healthcare District also 
donated $100,000 of its Wall Trust funds to this project.

No other proposals were under consideration. The rec-
ommendation came from the Council’s Alturas Swim-
ming Pool Committee, which had been studying the 
project for several months.

In addition to the new pool, the project includes re-
placing the existing wading pool with a new therapy/
wading pool, constructing a new slip resistant pool 
deck, constructing a new sealed and ventilated chemi-
cal room, installing a high efficiency indirect pool water 
heater using geothermal, constructing a new building 
to replace the existing southside building and other 
improvements. The pool will remain outdoors and not 
covered.

In addition, on Tuesday, Mayor Pro-tem Bobby Ray 
said he was concerned the existing proposal did not 
include American with Disabilities Act showers and 
dressing rooms and felt they should be added at a cost 
of around $150,000. That addition was approved. 

According to the committee the City is planning to use 
a design-build process for the project. Public Works Di-
rector Joe Picotte said the process is being used more 
and he hopes the overall cost estimates in the proposal 
are on the high side and some savings could materialize.

According to the proposal, the existing pool has a leak 
in the base, substandard non-compliant piping and 
filtering system, does not meet ADA standards and is 
costly to operate. They expect the costs of operation to 
go down and the pool season to be extended, with the 
geothermal heat and new equipment.

Big issues limiting the use of the pool are the weath-
er and availability and affordability of employees. The 
weather is not something that can be controlled.

The plan is to begin demolition of the existing pools 
next spring and have construction done by November. 
There will not be an operating city pool next summer.

The Wall Trust allocated over $2 million to the City, 
earmarked for construction, improvement, repair and 
maintenance of its swimming pool facility and for other

see City, page 4

Sports-- Weather--
Teams active in
northstate. . .

Look for cooler 
nights. . .

see page 3see page 11

At about 9:45 a.m. Wednesday morning a Modoc Sher-
iff’s Deputy radioed in for backup saying “shots fired.” 
He was south of Alturas, off County Road 115 and 170 
near the Breiner Ranch.

Law enforcement from all agencies responded quickly. 
Sheriff Mike Poindexter radioed in asking whether that 
Deputy was still in contact. There was no response from 
the Deputy. Not too much later, Poindexter radioed in 
that he was backing his vehicle out of the area and that 
the suspect had fired at him, with three rounds hitting 
the front fender of his vehicle.

Law enforcement closed off the roads into the ranch 
and searched the area for the shooter. At about 10:45 
a.m. he was located in the bushes and stood up with his 
hands raised. He had been shot in the leg. He was ar-

rested at that point and transported to Modoc Medical 
Center for treatment.

In a news release, officials indicated a deputy was in-
volved in the incident around 10:30 a.m. but did not re-
veal any information about injuries.

“We are awaiting law enforcement investigative re-
ports on the shooting of a Modoc County Deputy Sheriff, 
which occurred this morning.  Upon receipt and evalu-
ation of those reports the District Attorney will make a 
decision on what criminal charges will be filed.  The in-
tentional killing of a peace officer who is ‘engaged in the 
course and performance of his duties’ is a capital crime 
in California. We expect to make a filing decision within 
48 hours,” said District Attorney Jordan Funk.

There will be no further public comment from the Dis-
trict Attorney until charges are filed.

The Shasta County Sheriff’s Office shooting team and 
the CHP Multidisciplinary Accident Investigation Team 
are both on the way to investigate the incident.

Wednesday shooting kills Modoc Deputy
EDITOR’S NOTE: Parts of the story below are 
from the radio traffic during the incident. The 
names of the Deputy nor the suspect have been 
released.
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COMFORT DOESN’T COST, IT PAYS!

We offer a wide variety of heating and cooling, including highly 
efficient and easy to install Fujitsu® heat pump solutions.

HEATING & COOLING IS WHAT WE DO!
• Heat Pump Installation & Repair

• Oil, Propane & Electric  Install, Maintenance & Repair
 • Fujistu® Certified Dealer & Installer
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Our team of Physical Therapists and Aides provide quality care 
in our newer facility. Services include:
	 •	 Joint	Replacement	Pre-Op	Class
	 •	 Wound	Care
	 •	 Vestibular	Rehab
	 •		 Game	Play	Therapy	&	Open	Gym

Let us help
keep you active!

Modoc Medical Center’s
Physical Therapy Center

cares about you.

For more information contact your health provider today.

MMC logo – JPG format can be resized and inserted in Word documents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modoc Medical Center - Physical Therapy 
120 S. Main Street • Alturas, CA 96101
PHONE 530-233-7054 • www.ModocMedicalCenter.org

   Surprise Valley

Saturday Market

LAST OF THE SEASON

SATURDAY -

OCTOBER 22

Downtown Cedarville

SVSaturdayMarket.org • 530-936-7876

        We gladly accept EBT, WIC 
        and Senior Nutrition Benefits.
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LOCAL PRODUCE AND PRODUCTS

LIVE MUSIC AT 10 A.M. 

BY SURPRISE VALLEY

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

From 9 A.M. ‘til Noon

Free tastings of local dishes 
by community chefs!

MAKE IT FROM THE MARKET

  • Drywall/Windows 
 • Remodels 

 •New Construction 
 • Handyman Services 

 • Roofing • Free Estimates 
 • Professional Painting

 Call Jim Hertel at (530) 640-2016
 www.coastwide.us • CA Lic. #714115

 24-Hour Emergency Services Available 
 • Lead Based Paint Renovator 

 Lic. # R-I-18348-11-076

 Coastwide  Contractors Coastwide  Contractors Coastwide  Contractors
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the drilling involved, geothermal is more expensive 
at first. Geothermal generates power 24 hours a day, 
so the payback is faster using geothermal,” explains 
Mink.

Solar has the advantage of tax credits. There is a fed-
eral and state bias against geothermal and biomass 
plants. If the playing field were level we’d be competi-
tive,” said Robertson.

Geothermal and biomass were left off the present 
energy bill. Only solar and wind were included for tax 
credits. Adding geothermal and biomass to the energy 
bill is still under consideration.

Although generating electricity is the primary focus 
of this project, there are many other uses for geother-
mal. This electric plant will only create three jobs, but 
a greenhouse could employ 15 people. Then there’s 
aquaculture, refrigeration, dehydration and other uses 
for the geothermal energy.

UC Davis has been a driving force in this project, 
helping with data and research.

“With this meeting we believe the county and the 
board of supervisors understand they have a vital role 
to play. They can assist other landowners in develop-
ing their geothermal potential,” said Rose.

The current drilling has produced some unexpected 
surprises. Petrified wood was found at a depth of 130 
feet.

 “By studying the samples obtained from above and 
below this wood we should be able to determine how 
and when this wood got there,” said Mink.

Another unexplained sample was obtained from a 
depth of 170 feet, when metal appeared in the samples.

youth related activities. 
In addition, the trust al-
located over $2 million to 
the Alturas Rotary Club 
for Youth Park activities 
or construction.

Alturas resident John 
L. Wall died Sept. 29, 
2014 at the age of 67. His 
Trust also left substantial 
amounts of money to Mo-
doc Medical Center, the 
Elks Lodge, the Sheriff’s 
Posse and the Cedar Pass 
Ski Hill.

Pool
from front page

Geothermal from front page

 “The metal is certainly a mystery. We are sending 
all our samples to UC Davis for further examination,” 
said Lisa Kuscu, project co-manager and head geolo-
gist.

The sediment fill in the valley is estimated to be 
6,000 feet deep.

The project hopes to educate, to further knowledge 
and understanding of geothermal with the scientific 
community and the public. It will serve as a place to 
do further research and education.

 “We are looking at combining resources when nec-
essary. If we find higher temperatures and more flow, 
we can look at higher production,” said Mink.

 “The government is looking at honeycombing its 
electrical generating facilities. In case of a national 
emergency many smaller plants would stay on the 
grid where just a few plants could shut everything 
down,” said Rose.

 This next Spring the public will be invited to see 
the new engine and technology being used to power 
the geothermal electricity. Scientists and project 
managers will be answering questions about the proj-
ect and its future for the community and the county.

Correction:
In last week’s article on geothermal power drilling, 

the sentence should have read, “The demonstration 
plant . . . will be the first installation to generate elec-
tricity by using heat from a geothermal resource [in 
Modoc County]. The power projected to be produced is 
25 kw, not 250 kw.

wetter weather is expected, never leave your camp-
fire, burn barrel or pile unattended. Please make sure 
it is “Dead Out”! 

In California, all residents are required to have at 
least one operating smoke detector. The number of 
detectors needed and their location depends upon the 
layout of the home. There should be one smoke de-
tector located near sleeping areas. It is also a good 
idea to have at least one detector on each level of your 
home, including the basement.

Remember to change the batteries in your smoke 
detector twice a year. Daylight Savings is a great time 
to get this done: “Change Your Clocks, Change Your 
Batteries”. This year, Daylight Savings occurs No-
vember 6.

Team from page 3

Last week, the Modoc 
County Board of Super-
visors offered a letter of 
support to make the Lava 
Beds National Monument 
a National Park.

The Board is a member 
of a partnership coalition 
of community, tourism and 
public agency stakehold-
ers from southern Oregon 
and northeastern Califor-
nia that supports tourism 
marketing and economic 
revitalization of the rural 
communities in our region. 

The Modoc Outdoor Rec-
reation and Tourism Com-
mittee and the nonprofit 
Volcanic Legacy Commu-
nity Partnership repre-
senting a bi-state coalition 
of community, tourism and 
public agency stakeholders 
from southern Oregon and 
northeastern California re-
quested the letter. 

“We support tourism 
marketing and economic 
revitalization of the rural 
communities in our region 
along the 500-mile Volca-
nic Legacy Scenic Byway,” 
the letter states. “The by-
way is book ended by two 
great national parks – Cra-
ter Lake in the north and 
Lassen Volcanic in the 
south. The byway also tra-
verses Lava Beds National 
Monument, a unit of the 
National Park System, lo-
cated near the Oregon/Cal-
ifornia border in Siskiyou/
Modoc Counties.”

The letter of support from 
the Board of Supervisors is 
for Congress to introduce 
legislation that will confer 
national park designation 
and name change to Lava 
Beds National Monument. 

“It is no less worthy of 
national park status than 
Crater Lake and Lassen 
Volcanic. Lassen County 
is the southern gateway to 

the byway and to Lava 
Beds via State High-
ways 139, 395 and 44,” 
the letter states.

Lava Beds National 
Monument, a unit of the 
National Park System, 
located near the Oregon/
California border in Sis-
kiyou County.

Lava Beds lies at the 
southern end of the 
Cascade Range that in-
cludes a band of 13 ma-
jor volcanic centers from 
the Pacific Northwest 
to Lassen Volcanic Na-
tional Park. The great 
Medicine Lake Volcano 
is one of these volcanic 
centers.

Covering approxi-
mately 46,560 acres, 
Lava Beds National 
Monument lies on the 
northern flank of the 
Medicine Lake Vol-
cano, one of the largest 
composite volcanoes by 
volume in the Cascade 
Range. 

“It is actually larger 
in volume than nearby 
towering Mount Shas-
ta,” the letter states. “As 
the name implies, volca-
nism is the most signifi-
cant natural feature in 
Lava Beds. The geologic 
wonders in the monu-
ment add to the impres-
sive array of attractions 

visitors will experience. 
Lava Beds welcomes an 
average of 112,000 visi-
tors annually. Lava Beds 
has all the qualities, nat-
ural and cultural diversi-
ty, and significant historic 
assets to justify it being a 
national park. Its rugged 

Modoc supports Lava Beds as National Park

Social Security
The Social Security Administration will no longer vis-

it this site due to cuts in their administrative budget. 
Please contact them using their website, www.socialse-
curity.gov, or call toll-free at 1-800-772-1213. The near-
est offices are located at 1960 S. Oregon Street, Yreka, 
CA 96097- Phone: 1-888-366-6145 and 2603 Riverside 
Drive, Susanville, CA 96130 - Phone: 1-800-772-1213.

see Park, page 10
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